
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order of Service for Evening Prayer 

April 15, 2026 
 

A special welcome to those visiting us this evening. 

We are grateful for your presence with us and hope you find this time of worship to be meaningful. 

When you see an asterisk *, please rise in body or spirit, however you are comfortable. 

Please join with the congregation in reading the responses in bold print. 

We Gather to Worship 
*WORDS OF WELCOME - Galatians 3:28 

(Please rise in body or spirit as the water is poured.)  

Leader: We thank you, O God, for the water of baptism. 

 People: Through it we are reborn by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

“There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,  

there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” 

Leader: And you are welcome here. 

*TOLLING 

*CALL TO WORSHIP - Luke 24:29; Rev. 22:5 

(The light is spread from the Christ candle.) 

 Leader: In the city of God, night shall be no more; they need no light of the lamp or sun, for 

the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. Jesus Christ is 

the light of the world, 

 People: the light no darkness can overcome. 

Leader: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening 

People: and the day is almost over. 

 All: Let your light scatter the darkness. 

 
 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIGHT 
 Leader: The Lord be with you, 

 People: And also with you. 
Leader: Let us give our thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader: God of our night, as we settle into the evening, help us to see where you were in our 
day. Help us to hang on to the things that were good and release the things that 
burden us. As we sleep this night, may it be a peaceful one, and may we awake 
refreshed in the morning. Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 

 All: for you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
 Leader: Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from all perils 

 and dangers of this night for the love of your only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
 All: Amen. 

*HYMN 675 All Praise to Thee, My God This Night TALLIS’ CANON 

We Proclaim God’s Word 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 (The incense is lit.) 
 Leader: Let our prayer rise before you as incense, O Lord, 
 All: the lifting of our prayer as an evening sacrifice. 
 Leader: Holy God, let the incense of our prayer ascend before you, and let your loving-

kindness descend upon us, that with devoted hearts we may sing your praises 
  with the church on earth and the whole heavenly host, 
  and glorify you forever and ever. To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
 All: O God, in you I trust. 
 Leader: Give us your peace, O God, that we may rejoice in your goodness to us and to all your 

children, and be thankful for your love revealed in Jesus Christ… 
  Give us your peace, O God, that we may be confident of your care for all your children 

as we lift up before you this night the concerns of our congregation, prayers for… 
  Hear us Lord as we continue to remember the celebrations and needs of others by 

offering the joys and concerns of our individual hearts and minds to you in silent 
prayer. 

  (A period of silent personal prayer.) 
 Leader: God our shepherd, you have brought us through this day to a time of reflection and 

rest. Calm our souls, and refresh us with your peace. Keep us close to Christ and draw 
us closer to one another and the bonds of his wondrous love. We pray through Christ 
our Lord. 

 All: Amen. 

 



&

?

#

#

44

44

œœ
1
2
3
4 Praise

O
For
All

œ
œ

*

œœ œœ œœ œœ

God,
may
give

praise

from
my
me,
to

whom
soul
Lord,
thee,

all
on

through
my

œœ œœ œœ œœ

*

œœ œœ œœ œ

bless
thee

Christ,
God,

ings
re
I

this

flow;
pose,
pray,
night,

praise
and
the
for

œ

œœ œœ œ
œ

œœ

* œœ œœ

God,
with

wrong
all

all
sweet
that
the

œ
œ

œ
œ

-
-

-

&

?

#

#

œœ œœ

crea
sleep
I
bless

tures
mine
have
ings

œœ
œ

œ

*

œœ œœ œœ
œœ

here
eye

done
of

be
lids
this
the

low;
close.
day,
light!

praise
Re

that
Keep

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

God
fresh

I,
me,

a
my
be
O

bove,
strength,

fore
keep

ye
for
I

me

œ œœ œœ œ œ
œ

- - -
- -

-
-

&

?

#

#

œœ œœ œ œœ

heaven
thine
sleep,
safe

ly
own
may
from

host;
sake,
be

harm

praise
to
at

with

œ

œ
œ œœ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ œœ œœ
œœ

Fa
serve
peace

in

ther,
thee
with
the

Son,
well

neigh
shel

and
when
bor,
ter

œ

œœ œœ œœ œœ

œœ œ
œ

œœ

Ho
I

self,
of

ly
a

and
thine

Ghost.
wake.
thee.
arm!

œœ œœ œ
œ

- - -
-

-
- -

All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night
CELEBRATING TIME

675

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Thomas Ken, 1674, alt.
MUSIC: Thomas Tallis, 1567, adapt.

TALLIS’ CANON
LM

Originally consisting of twelve stanzas, this was the bedtime hymn of the boys at Winchester School in
England. Now it is one of the best-known evening hymns in English (usually matched with this tune and
sung in canon), and its final stanza has taken on a life of its own.

*May be sung as a canon.
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SOLO God, You Spin the Whirling Planets PLEADING SAVIOR

 Marina Quintanilla, mezzo-soprano  

PRAYER OF RESPONSE 
All: Holy God, all goodness and truth comes from you. Keep us safe from evil and lead us 

in the paths of justice, that we may know the joy of trusting in you; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

LECTIO DIVINA 
 LECTIO (READ) 

 MEDITATIO (MEDITATE) 

 ORATIO (PRAY) 

 CONTEMPLATIO (CONTEMPLATION)   

The focus of Lectio Divina is not a critical analysis of sacred text, but rather 

a more personal way of experiencing the word through contemplation and reflection. 

Luke 24:28-32 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going 

on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the 

day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with 

them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, 

and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were 

not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 

the scriptures to us?”  

Leader:  Holy wisdom, holy Word. 

All:    Thanks be to God. 

*HYMN 769 For Everyone Born FOR EVERYONE BORN 

We Respond to God’s Word 
CANTICLE The Lord’s Prayer CHANT 

(As the droning begins, please take a moment to tune your voice to the pitch before the chant.) 
All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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For Everyone Born
JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

769

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Shirley Erena Murray, 1998
MUSIC: Brian Mann, 2006
Text © 1998 Hope Publishing Company
Music © 2006 Brian Mann (admin. General Board of Global Ministries t/a GBGMusik)

FOR EVERYONE BORN
11.10.11.10 with refrain

This hymn from a noted New Zealand hymnwriter affirms that God’s hospitality transcends the barriers
erected by human society and that we who have been created in God’s image are called to live in ways that
reflect our Creator’s values: justice and joy, compassion and peace.

769-for everyone born-592.mus, Page 1
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JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION
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We Go in God’s Name 

*DISMISSAL 
 Leader: As night falls, we do not leave alone. Christ walks with us, his light guiding our steps,  
  his love sustaining our hearts. 
 People: We go, not as we came, but renewed, restored, and empowered. 

  Leader: What was broken, God is making whole. What was weary, God is strengthening.  
  What was lost, God is reclaiming. 
 People: We step forward in faith, trusting in the One who is our healer, our hope,  
   and our life. 

  Leader: Go in peace, in power, and in the name of Jesus Christ. 
  All: Amen. 

*TOLLING 

Visio Divina, Divine Seeing 
Tonight, you are invited to a time of Visio Divina, Divine Seeing, using the image on the bulletin 

insert. There are four basic steps to begin the practice of Visio Divina: 

• Read: Read the scripture verse, then be still. Settle into a posture to listen to God’s voice.  

• Meditate: Ponder the words, then gaze at, look at, and observe the picture. Ask questions 

and ask God to help you see what God wants you to see or what God wants you to 

notice. What stirs within you? 

• Pray: Pray through the text or what you notice in the image.  

• Contemplate: We live the text. A contemplative spiritual exercise is meant to lead us to 

gospel action in the world and a deeper connection with God. 

 

 



 
 

32a They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road? 

Unknown by Erica Eyre (colored pencil on vellum) 
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